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STAT
I ARTICLE APPEARED WALL STREET JOURNAL
CH PACE ..., 1 DECEMBER 1978
: - Reading the Leaks o !
" Youcan tell a lot about an adininis< " - - judge for themselves their relsvance i
tration by which news story becomes . In our view, the episode is exceedmv!yl
a “leak.” The observation springs to .- relevant to the kind of pledges we aret
mind from two of the past week’s likely to receive regarding Soviet uset
news .stories, ‘about . the MIG—-ZS: in" ~ of their Backfire bomber, which'is nott
Cuba'and tke CLA in Iraf. . “counted’ in SALT. though it: can flyi
Last Sunday James Reston - fes -1 from-the Soviet Um n cver‘the US .
ported the administration’s reaction to.+:-and land in. Cuba:: &7
the news stories that the: MIGS' being’ Meanwhile; 4" ‘:Washmvtnn ‘Pmt-
sent ta Cubd are ground-altack planes - .story'by: Don Oberdorfer. carties the.
that can carry nuclear wéapons, in vi¢™h headlme; 'U.S. Makes Contacts; With
olation_of 1962 Savietpledges:not to Shal’s: Foes.)’ It ‘deseribes. ;“sub-
base\h‘enswe nnclear - weapon$ there: 33 stantial’and continuing contacts’ with |
The adrmaistration:has kinown about opponenrs to the Shah in recent weeks,
the MIGS foSnyear, be reported; and '+ '‘coming after yearsof minimat con-
officials- sugg \ung :this somehow g nectians.” Iii short, this leak describes
mitkes them. 015-8& ntiniedy™:5:+¥'7 what our intellltgfnce- agents- are-cur
. : SR rently doing in the field. Even-worse,,
non,‘;.oh:vte?;: Tﬁ;ﬁzm entg?at * it is bound to undercnt our:announced
the strategic?arms:agréementand’ < POLCY OF supporting the Shak. It tends
- particularly “members;of;: the-JoitRss, 2 Iegxm;rgze the-opposition;: an:l o
Chiefs<of , Stitf; o' their aides,;; have ooy sooor at; the. U.S."Is hedging its
. tried i3 use this MIG-23 deal 2 a pro-i o Lo, 28alnst “his- overthrow:, {Esper)
i e _cxalf}"smceacmaventsatmoﬂthe
A paganda’ weapon against:a: SALT: I lotting et ha Gverttirew
treaty mm-tthE',Suwer. Unior. 10 e gerierals wha Gve _
o - Ngo Dinb- Diem in Vietnam.in 1953.) -
" ' In OthenJVUl'dS. th&‘ admimstra Thl& espeClaNY mesmnve- lea‘

 Union sending MICs i Cuba, bUf with ,' cratic inhgbﬁng. sirtce it comes iri-th
" the American people learning that it % context of badly mistaken CIA esti-

- has done so. The administration would - "mates of strength of the Shah's opposi+.
appear to have’ concluded :that the ;':_ - tion. Perhaps the.leak is intended to
» show that the CIA is shaping itself up;.
4 or'perhaps it’s: intended .to- show that
. the: President is cracking the whip to
. correct the deficlency. Either way, it's

.small. motive for.the cost-involved.-
*We have-no- way: to- Jnow, whether
ye. administration: !swunyinv aboiit
ihe CIA-Iran leak the-way Mr-Reston’
described it worrying-about the MIG-
'Cuba leak.. We hope i 'but mtl:cmt

d day that it is relying on Soviet pmm-
- ises not to. ship nuclear weapons- for:
* the planes, but it is most doubtful that
. we can verify whether this has or wm
" be done; In all probability the memo.

was Ie’a.ked by someone'dismrbed‘%- at
. this decisidn:- Yot now' thatthe- facts.
" are out, the people and the Senate’can,
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